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From Father McCabe

Make new friends, keep the old, one is silver, the
other gold. We all desire to have friendships that
will be meaningful and lasting. The only way to ac-
complish this is to have friendships centered on God.

Jesus Christ chose his closest Apostles and friends to
climb Mount Tabor with him, Simon Peter, James
and his brother John. There, he is transfigured to
reveal his divinity to them to reinforce the meaning
of his mission of saving love and divine truth.

Jesus Christ is then visited by his Old Testament
friends: Moses, who received God’s Ten Command-
ments of life, love and freedom; and the prophet
Elijah, who helped guide the Israelites in living God’s
law of life and love, by defeating the false prophets.

As we grow in our friendship with the Lord Jesus, we
should begin to grow in our devotion to his closest
friends, the Saints. And since we live in Christ with
them — who have been made perfect in Christ and by
Christ, which brings glory to God — we can bring to
them our hopes and fears, our joys and our sorrows.

Some people have difficulty understanding this
friendship with the Saints, since they think that only
God should occupy their minds. They might also
have trouble with it because one way the Church has
described this relationship is by naming it “Cult of
the Saints.” Of course, the word “cult” comes from
“cultivate” which is life giving, but people might
think of the negative connotation of the word “cult”
as in “secret cult” where people control others by
breaking down their personalities and manipulating
them with lies.

Some people think that we should only talk with Je-
sus since he is the crown and goal of our life in
heaven. Yet, in the second reading from St. Paul’s
Letter to the Philippians we read how his friends in
Christ bring him “joy” and that they are his “crown”
whom he longs for.

St. Paul writes to the Christians in the Greek city of
Philipi (the Philippians) that they should be:
“Imitators of me” and be eager to take up the cross so
as to be glorified with Jesus Christ and his holy ones.
“Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and
long for, my joy and my crown, in this way stand firm
in the Lord.”

My friends, we believe that Holy Mass is a participa-
tion in the Holy Mass in Heaven, and that all the
Saints and Holy Angels are worshipping the Holy
Trinity with us. Thus, we can and should call on our
patron Saints to help us bring before God our hopes
and fears, our venial sins to be eliminated and our

desire to grow in virtue. We have the op-
portunity to pray for our family and
friends, and to thank God especially in the
quiet of our hearts after receiving him in
the Eucharist. This is how we deepen our
prayer life.

Another saint that learned how to pray deeply was St.
Patrick. The Confession of St. Patrick is a book that
tells of his spiritual growth. He wrote that he was not
much of a Catholic Christian in his youth, but at age
16 he was kidnapped by Irish pirates and sold into
slavery in Ireland. After six years of hard labor, and
praying morning, noon and night, he is able to escape
and returns to his home in Wales.

Yet, the Lord called him to go back to Ireland and
bring the Gospel message to the Irish. He studied
and was ordained a priest, and then was called to be a
bishop and was sent to Ireland. Since he had learned
the language and customs of the Irish during his cap-
tivity, his missionary work flourished.

At one point in his ministry St. Patrick climbed a
mountain barefoot, and fasted 40 days and 40 nights
for the conversion of the Irish people.

To this day many faithful climb Croagh Patrick, as
the mountain is now called, in order to be transfig-
ured by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, with the
help of the intercession of Moses, Elijah, Peter, James
and John, and the other Saints whom we call our
brothers and sisters in the Lord.

Peace in Christ,
Fr. Thomas McCabe

: Dear Parishioners,

| Please feel free to wear a mask in church and sanitize your hands
| When entering the church and before receiving Holy Communion.
I For those who wish to social distance, chairs will be set up in the

: community room at Holy Trinity for the Saturday 5:30pm Mass.

I Please stay home if you are feeling ill or have been exposed to some-
: one with COVID or any other serious illness. Archbishop Hebda and | |
I are praying for your health and spiritual wellbeing. :

| Sincerely in Christ, Fr. Thomas McCabe |
—

Please pray for: Marcy Dilworth, Susan Brown, Margaret Wagner,
Leo & Maxine Ryan, Bob & Mary Heppelmann, Ed & Marge Heppel-
mann, Anne Merry, Ray Poncelet, Dave Buck, Scott Cyert, Jerry Joe
Majerus, Leo & Louise Heppelmann, Brent Hokanson, Anne Ska-
licky, Del Brouwers, Mark Ryan, and Pat Mann.




News and Events

Knights of Columbus Meeting: Monday March 14, at St.
Mary's in Bellechester. Social and Planning begins at 6:30
with the Regular Meeting at 7:00. A light lunch will follow
the meeting.

Madonna Supper: The CCW groups of Holy Trinity, St.
Columbkill, & St. Mary are sponsoring a Madonna Supper
at 7 p.m. on Thursday, March 24, at Holy Trinity

Church. The evening will include supper and speaker,
Dana Webskowski. Donations collected go to the Madonna
Fund. The Madonna Fund is the response of Catholic
Women in the U.S. to women in the Third World easing the
burdens of struggles for a better life. Please plan to attend
and bring a guest.

Sue Ray Memorial Service: A memorial service will be
held at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, March 19, at the Church of
St. Mary. Friends and family may visit one hour prior to
the service at the church. Burial will be in St. Mary Ceme-
tery.

Therese Bien Funeral: Visitation will be held Monday,
March 21, from 4-7 p.m. at St. Columbkill. The funeral will
be held at Holy Trinity on Tuesday, March 22, at 11:00
a.m., with visitation for one hour prior. Interment will be
at St. Columbkill Cemetery.

Easter Flower order forms are in St. Mary church entry .
KC Fundraiser: Knights of Columbus Council 2751 are
holding a Breakfast for the people of Ukraine at St. Peter &
Paul’s in Mazeppa on SUNDAY, MARCH 20, serving from
9:00 to 12:30. Half of Proceeds will go to Supreme Knights
Organization, which will match up to $500,000. Total dona-
tion to be $1.5 million. The other half will be donated to a
friend of Deacon Paul Tschann’s who lives in Poland and
belongs to a parish in which refugees are being taken into
homes and provided for.

Stations of the Cross: following the 10:30 a.m. Sunday
Masses at St. Columbkill, 6:00 p.m. on Wednesdays at Holy
Trinity, and 6:00 p.m. on Fridays at St. Mary.

Kitui Water Bottle Collection: Our parish is again par-
ticipating in a collection to help the people of Kitui, Kenya
to overcome water shortages by building dams and other
methods. Please pick up a water bottle this Lent to fill with
cash or a check, and return by Easter.

Prayer Warriors Needed at Rochester Planned Parent-
hood from 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. on March 14, 21, 28, & April 4.

Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner, at St. Joseph Catholic
Church in Miesville: 9:30 am-1:00 pm March 13. Take-out
and sit down. $13 adults (advance $11); $6 kids 6-12
(advance $5), free age 6 and under. Menu is Corned Beef,
Cabbage, Potatoes, home-made Irish Soda Bread, home-
made dessert & beverages. Hot dogs for the wee lads and
lassies. Silent Auction items for all ages! Sponsored by K of
C Blessed Stanley Rother Council 17013

Lenten Fish Fries: Church of St. Michael in Pine Island,
March 18, & 25; April 1 & 8 from 4:30-7:00 PM. Both baked
& fried fish will be offered! Prices: Adults $12.00, Children 5
-12 $6.00, and family max. $40.00. Take out available! 451
5th St. SW, Pine Island.

Ham Dinner: The Church of St. Paul in Zumbrota is host-
ing their annual St. Patrick’s Ham Dinner on Sunday,
March 27, serving from 10:30am-1:00pm. Adults or Take
out: $12; Children 6-12: $6; under 6-free. Held at Zumbrota
VEFW at 25 East 1st Street. Dine-in or take out.

Calendar/Events

Sun., Mar. 13 SC After Mass  [Stations of the Cross
Mon., Mar. 14 SM 6:30-9PM  |Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Wed., Mar. 16 HT 9AM-2PM  [Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Wed., Mar. 16 HT 2:15-3:30PM |Faith Formation Grades 1-6

Wed., Mar. 16 HT 6:00PM  [Stations of the Cross

Wed., Mar. 16 HT 7:25-8:35PM |Faith Formation Grades 7-10

Fri., Mar. 18 SM 6:00PM  [Stations of the Cross

Sat., Mar. 19 HT  |8:30AM-aftemoon |Solemnity of St. Joseph Events

Thurs., Mar. 24 HT 7:00PM  |CCW Madonna Supper

Sat,, Mar. 26 | Red Wing | 1:00-2:30PM [Family Bowling, courtesy of Knights of Columbus

Holy Trinity Church
(HT) Collection:

St. Columbkill Church St. Mary Church
(SC) Collection: (SM) Collection:

3/5: $1,125.00 3/6: $527.55 3/6: $1,159.00

Behold the Lamb of God!
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrvament: Mondays at
St. Mary from 6:30-9:00PM, Wednesdays at Holy
Trinity from 9:00AM-2:00PM, and Thursdays at

St. Columbkill from 8:00 AM-9:00AM (unless other-
wise noted). Come and spend some time with Jesus!

Weekend Ministry Schedule

40 Days for Life is March 2-April 10. Rochester does not Church |Role March 12/13 March 19/20

have a campaign this year, but please conglder praying on ot Musician 1Wanda Schafer Cindy Eppen

Mondays at Planned Parenthood, as that is when the Sat.

chemical abortion pill is given. No designated prayer times.  s5:30pm Cantor

Bring a friend and stop by to pray whenever it works for Mar. 12 &|Lector  |Maureen Lodermeier Maria Halverson

you. Contact Maggie at 507-951-2316. 19 Servers  |A., G., B. Johnson L., A., O. O'Reilly

Financial Report October 1,| Holy Trinity St. St. Mary SM Musician |Wanda Schafer Wanda Schafer

2021 to December 31, 2021 Columbkill ;u:;iay Cantor Allison Keller Allison Keller

A4oam

Income 24,312.25 37,507.86 27,646.74 Mar. 13 &|Lector Pat Mensink Jeremy Keller

Expense 18,233.57 | 19,567.79 | 21,501.02 20 Servers  |Addy & Will Poncelet Z.& D. Keller

Net 6,078.68 17,940.07 6,145.72 SC Musician |Cindy Eppen Cindy Eppen

Budgeted Income 14,500.00 16,900.00 18,011.75 Sunday Cantor Tom Schulte Denise Voth
10:30am

Budgeted Expense 1449471 | 15895.97 | 17,897.07 | |\, 13 g|lector |Casey Ryan Ann Buck

Budgeted Net 5.29 1,004.03 114.68 20 Servers |E., P., F. O'Reilly JJ & Jenna O'Reilly
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March 19—S°|emn|ty of Saint Joseph St. Joseph’s Table: A famous mira-
at Holy Trinity cle led the people of Sicily to begin a
tradition known as the Tavola di San
Giuseppe (Table of St. Joseph).
When a great famine struck the land,
villagers prayed to St. Joseph for
protection and relief. Miraculously the
rain started to fall and when the har-
vest came, they prepared a wonder-
. ful feast in thanksgiving. The feast
— in honor of St. Joseph then became
an annual tradition and is typically
‘ celebrated on March 19.

Catholic

Young Adults
gather on
February 27
to have a
meal and lis-
ten to
speaker John

O’Sullivan.
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