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From Father McCabe

What does it mean to forgive some-
one?

We know that when someone sins
against us they are committing an
injustice, that is to say, they are not
giving to us what we deserve. The
offender is not in right relationship
with the one they have sinned
against, either in a small manner or a serious manner.

Thus, forgiveness must be a way of bringing about justice,
that is to say, giving the offender the opportunity to make
things right, the opportunity to be reconciled.

Many years ago, my car’s company needed to replace a
defective auto part free of charge. Justice required that
the company, after discovering a defective part, contact me
and replace it for free through their dealership.

They did, but then those at the dealership said that they
found another $300.00 worth of parts that were old and
needed to be replaced. I thought, “Okay, since I am here I
might as well pay to get this done.” After a couple of
hours and running out of time, they finally said my car
was ready and I received a bill for $700.00!

I had a lot of questions, but I paid the bill quickly because
I had to go to an important meeting. The following day I
went back to the dealership, this time I was dressed as a
priest. Everyone I talked to seemed nervous and seemed
to ignore my questions. I then asked to examine the parts
that they said needed to be replaced, which by law they
have to do if the request is within five business days and
the repair is more than $100.00 and less than $7,500.00.

The parts were fine and not how they described them. I
gave them a chance to remedy the situation: first, by talk-
ing with the mechanic, no apology. Then I talked with his
supervisor, no remedy; then the manager, nothing but de-
flection, and so I finally called the owner of the dealership.
He heard my story and sent me a check for $700.00. I for-
gave them and justice was restored.

In today’s Gospel the King finds that the servant owes him
a huge debt, and so has this person and his whole family
and property sold in to service to pay for it. This sounds
extreme, but let me try to clarify the meaning.

The King of course is God, who wants his servants to use
every good gift appropriately while giving him proper ser-
vice and praise for those gifts. However, we often misuse
God’s gifts, and we often fail to give God sufficient glory
and praise. For example, do we sufficiently thank God for
our meals and pray for our farmers and for a bountiful
harvest. As God’s servants, we are all debtors.

The servant in the Gospel who fell into a huge debt was
Adam, the one responsible for caring for his wife Eve, their
children and the garden. He was the head of all creation
and he was the first, and Eve the second, to enjoy perfect
justice, that is, full and right relationship with God, each
other and all of creation.

However, they did not turn to God and resist the Devil’s
temptation and thus misused their God given freedom. They
chose to disobey God, to give themselves over to disordered
pleasure by eating the forbidden fruit.

The just consequence was that they forfeited the sanctifying
grace that kept them in God’s eternal life and truth. They
separated themselves from God, the eternal good, who alone
has the remedy to reconcile them and us to himself, and all of
creation.

The just remedy to bring us back into Holy Communion with
God and all of creation is Jesus Christ, the New Adam, who is
the divine head of the Catholic Church. Jesus Christ and his
Catholic Church are trying to restore God’s law of divine love
and truth, while the devil is tempting us with more disorder.
Only by accepting Jesus Christ and following him within his
Catholic Church, can we be assured of sanctifying grace, the
divine remedy that orders us to God, our “eternal good”.

In contrast, a person can mistakenly go against a “temporary
good” but find the remedy through God’s natural law. For
example, by consuming too much salt and not eating suffi-
cient fruits and vegetables to have sufficient potassium that
balances your diet, a person will eventually lose their bal-
ance, suffer from bloating, hypertension and feel tired. That’s
not normal, something is wrong.

Fortunately, by knowing God’s natural law we can remedy
this physical problem ourselves by eating a banana or other
high potassium food, and then changing to good eating habits.

However, when one sins against God, an infinite good, then
this is a spiritual problem that separates us from God forever,
unless we receive God’s remedy. God’s remedy is Jesus
Christ, the New Adam, who gave us himself in the Holy Eu-
charist at the Last Supper, the First Mass, with his Apostles
gathered around him. On Good Friday he died on the cross to
take away our sins and to win for us sanctifying grace which
he assuredly offers us through his Catholic Church’s Seven
Sacraments.

When we lovingly follow the teachings of Jesus Christ and his
Church with humble and grateful hearts, then we receive his
mercy and share that mercy with others, otherwise we re-
main in debt all our lives and beyond. God offers his for-
giveness from his heart, which is found assuredly in the Sac-
rament of Confession, Let us receive that gift and share this
mercy with others so that we can thank God sufficiently at
this Eucharistic banquet.

Peace in Christ, Fr. Thomas McCabe
Fr. Thomas McCabe

i Pope Leo XIV’s Prayer Intention for September

! 2026:

I Let us pray for a just and sustainable management of

| water, a vital resource, so that everyone may have equal
| access to it.



News/Events

Welcome Kim Mandelkow: St Columbkill guest cantor
at 10:00am Mass on September 13. Light refreshments
after mass.

Holy Trinity/St Columbkill CCW: Meeting on Wed,
September 16, 7:00pm at St Columbkill. Guest speakers
Char Knobelsdorf and Teresa Byck on Goodhue Count’s
new care portal and how we can help.

Faith Formation: NET Ministry Retreat for 7th - 9th
grade students is scheduled for Sat. Sept 26, 12:30PM -
7:30PM. Please consider helping with lunch for the NET
leaders, or dinner at 6:30pm for the entire group. Call the
parish office.

St. Mary’s Fundraising Auction: The Auction will be
held after 8:30am Mass on Sept. 20th. Drop off donation
items in the back of church prior to mass. If you want
someone to pick them up, call Ellen Huneke (651-764-
0231) or Char Von Knobelsdorff (651-764-1629). Suggested
items include bake goods, produce, toys, crafts and items
in good condition.

Catholic Daughters Rummage Sale: On Thurs. Sept.
10: 1-6pm, Fri. Sept 11: 9am-5pm and Sat. Sept 12: 9am-

12pm at Church of St. Paul in Zumbrota.

Fall Festival: On Sunday, September 13, 11lam - 1pm. at
St. Mary’s of the Lake Church, 410 W. Lyon, Lake City,
MN. A grilled chicken dinner is available, along with an
auction, raffle, bake sale, kids’ games, farmers market and
more.

Fall Bazaar: On Sunday, Sept. 13, 11:00am-1:30 pm.
Ham & Turkey Dinner. $15 per person, kids under 5 free.
Country Store & Raffle

Adore Him-He is Here: A two hour documentary/drama
at Marcus Theatre, 4340 Main Ave. SE, Rochester. Only
on Sun. October 4—Thurs. October 8. Fathom Entertain-
ment brough to audiences The Blind in November 2023
and_The Chosen, Last Supper; Part 1 in November 2025.

Need a Miracle? Join in praying the complete Our Lady Undoer

of Knots novena by searching for “Need a Miracle?” on YouTube
or going to https://ascensionpress.com/pages/novena-to-our-lady-

undoer-of-knots. In this prayer, we ask the Blessed Virgin Mary to
intercede for us, untangle our life difficulties and guide us close to
Jesus.

Note From Fr. McCabe: I have been suffering with plantar fasciit-
is and I am on a strict diet and can no longer eat treats. Thank you
for the vegetables and meat you kindly share.

Office Hours, generally Mondays, 2:30-5:30 PM

Holy Trinity is dedicated to protecting children and vulnerable adults. Vol-
unteers serving with minors and vulnerable adults must complete require-
ments before engaging in ministry. Contact, Zach Siebenaler parish Safe
Environment Coordinator, at: holytrinitygoodhue@gmail.com.

Please pray for: Bob Eppen, Margaret Wagner, Ann Merry, Ed Heppelmann, Ray &
Gloria Poncelet, Dave Buck, Scott Cyert, Louise Heppelmann, Brent Hokanson, Anne
Skalicky, Neil Stehr, Jen Berg, Marge Majerus, Shawn Frederixon, Gabe Ryan, Ryan Zorn,
Beth Carlson, Chuck Havrilla, Randy Nardinger, Amy Feely, Alan Gadient, Wilma Seither,
Susan Brown, Jocelyn O’Reilly, Marci Dillworth, George ZanMiller, Dave Huneke, Paul
Huneke, Bryan Vogel, Steve O’Reilly, Paul Ryan, Loretta Froyum, Mary Haas, Bruce Nord,
Rick Shane, Marlys Hofgren, Annette Gadient, Bishop Kevin Kenney, Berdell Gadient,
Ellen Casey

Calendar/Events

Sat. Sept. 12 HT | 4:45PM-5:20PM [Sacrament of Confession
Sun. Sept. 13 | SM | 8:00AM-8:20AM |Sacrament of Confession
Mon. Sept 14 SM | 6:30PM-9:00PM |Eucharistic Adoration
Tues. Sept15 | SM | 7:00PM-7:45PM |Eucharistic Adoration & Sacrament of Confession
9:00AM-1:00PM  |Eucharistic Adoration
Wed. Sept. 16 | HT 2:20PM-3:30PM |[1st - 6th Faith Formation
7:25PM-8:35PM |7th - 9th Faith Formation
Thurs. Sept 17 | SC | 8:00AM-8:45AM |Eucharistic Adoration & Sacrament of Confession
Sat. Sept 19 HT | 4:45PM-5:20PM [Sacrament of Confession
Sun. Sept 20 SM | 8:00AM-8:20AM [Sacrament of Confession
Sun. Sept 20 HT | 6:30pm-9:00pm |Catholic Young Adult gathering

Sunday Collection September 5/6, 2026

Behold the Lamb of God!

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Mondays
at St. Mary from 6:30-9:00PM, Wednesdays at
Holy Trinity from 9:00AM-1:00PM, and Thurs-
days at St. Columbkill from 8:00AM-9:00AM
(unless otherwise noted). Spend some time with
Jesus!

Holy Trinity St Columbkill St Mary
Church | Role September 12/13 September 19/20
HT: Musician |Cindy Eppen Wanda Schafer
Saturday . .
5:30PM Cantor |Katie Ludwig
Sept. 12 |Lector |Judith Ramboldt
& Sept.
19 Servers |Nora, Brynn & Lucas Fred-
erick
Ushers [Mike Zorn Mike Zorn
SM: Musician [Wanda Schafer Wanda Schafer
Sunday o . .
8:30am Cantor |Cathy O'Reilly Cathy O'Reilly
Sept. 13 |Lector |Taylor Dowden
iLOSept Servers |lsaac & Mabel Ryan, Danny |Jackie Eggenberger & daugh-
Keller ters Sophi & Emalee
Ushers |[Steve Welscher, Jake
Letsinger
SC: Musician |Cindy Eppen Cindy Eppen
sunday Cantor |Kim Mandelkow Shelly Jacobsen
10:00am
Sept. 13 |Lector  |Michael Poncelet Becky Diercks
iLOSept Servers |Brady & Liahna McNamara |Brady & Liahna McNamara
Ushers |Chris & JJ O'Reilly Bruce & Blair McNamara
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Let’s Talk Finance -
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Cooper Utley is holding Maria Azar, daughter of Nicho-
las and Elizabeth (Keller) Azar. Cooper entered the full-
ness of the Catholic Faith at the Easter Vigil, March 30,
2024 and has discerned to enter the St. Paul Seminary
to further discern whether God and the Church are call-
| ing him to be an ordained Catholic priest. He thanks
. everyone for the supportive send off. He can be contact-
ed at : Cooper Utley, 2260 Summit Ave., St Paul, MN

B The Catholic Young
Adult group enjoyed a
meal and listening to
Cooper’s story of dis-
cerning to apply for
Sllthe seminary.

L-R, Charlie Dicke,
Dereck Stehr, Cooper,
| Chris Poncelet, Mi-
chael Poncelet, Nicho-
las & Elizabeth Azar
|with baby Maria, Fr.

il Thomas McCabe
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NOTE EMAIL ADDRESS CHANGES: Fr. McCabe: pastor@holytrinitygoodhue.org
Zach Siebenaler: faithformation@holytrinitygoodhue.org Cathy O’Reilly: admin@holytrinitygoodhue.org




